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Code of Conduct 
1. All tutors should value and respect each child or young person as an individual in 

their own right, in their role as a member their family and their community. 

2.  Respect the relationship of the child or young person to their parents, siblings, other 

members of their family and other significant persons. 

3. Facilitate the optimal growth and development of each individual child or young 

person to achieve his or her potential.  

4. Use information appropriately, respecting the privacy of children and young people, 

maintaining confidentiality where appropriate, respecting the right of children and 

young people to be informed of matters concerning themselves, and avoiding the 

misuse of personal information. 

5. Respect the cultural and religious beliefs of the child or young person and oppose 

any form of discrimination, oppression or exploitation. 

6. No physical contact with children. Physical contact is only appropriate in very limited 

circumstances. Please see the government website for more details. 

7. Do not take children in a car on journeys. In the case of an emergency dial 999.  

8. Do not make suggestive or inappropriate remarks to or about a child, even in fun, as 

this could be misinterpreted. Inappropriate remarks include innuendo, swearing, and 

discussing their or your own intimate relationships. 

9. Only communicate directly with children by email or text messages with the prior 

consent of the child’s parent or guardian or ensure that you copy the parents or 

guardian in on any message directly to the student.  Keep a record of all electronic 

communication with a student.  

10. Never communicate with children via Twitter, Facebook or other social media. 

11. Do not engage in behaviour which could be construed as ‘grooming’ a child (for 

example giving a child money, presents or favours or talking or behaving in an 

inappropriate or unprofessional manner towards children). If you do wish to give the 

tutee a small gift or reward, please ensure the parent or guardian is happy for you to 

do so and are aware that you are doing so.  

12.  Always take a disclosure of abuse from a child seriously. It is important not to deter 

children from making a ‘disclosure’ of abuse through fear of not being believed, and 

to listen to what they have to say. If the allegation gives rise to a child protection 

concern it is important to follow the government procedure for reporting such 

concerns, and not to attempt to investigate the concern yourself. Useful advice can 

be found here; What to do if you are worried a child is being abused. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/444051/Use_of_reasonable_force_advice_Reviewed_July_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2

